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SEN and Disability 

Local Offer: Early Years Settings 

Name of Setting: Whitegate Nursery School      
and EYC 
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Setting Name and 
Address  

 

Whitegate Nursery School and 
EYC 

Victoria Road 

Padiham 

BB12 8TG 

Telephone 

Number 

01282772283 

Website 

Address 

www.whitegate.org 

Does the settings 
specialise in meeting 
the needs of children 
with a particular type 
of SEN?  

No Yes If yes, please give details: 

As a setting we have a lot of experience of supporting 
children with a wide range of needs. 

x  

What age range of 
pupils does the 
setting cater for? 

0-5 years 

 

Name and contact 
details of your setting  
SENCO 

Catherine Tasker (01282 772283)  

Catherine.tasker@whitegate.lancs.sch.uk 

We want to ensure that we keep your information up-to-date.   To help us to do this, please provide the 
name and contact details of the person/role responsible for maintaining details of the Local Offer for your 
setting (this may be the SENCO, manager/supervisor or owner of the setting).  

Name of 
Person/Job Title 

 

Kay Burke 

Contact telephone 
number 

 

01282772283 Email head@whitegate.lancs.sch.uk 

 

Promoting Good Practice and Successes 

 

The Local Offer will give your setting the opportunity to showcase any good practice you have around 
supporting children with Special Educational Needs/Disabilities to achieve their full potential.  If you have 
any examples of good practice or success stories, we would encourage you to include these on your 
Local Offer web pages. For reasons of confidentiality, please ensure you do not use any personally 
identifiable information when using case studies to illustrate your setting's experiences of supporting 
children with SEND. 

 

I confirm that our Local Offer has now been published on the setting website. 

Please give the 
URL for the direct 
link to your  Local 
Offer  

http://www.whitegate.org/localoffer.pdf 

Name 

 

Kay Burke 
Date 

10/05/14 

Please return the completed form by email to:  

IDSS.SENDReforms@lancashire.gov.uk 

mailto:IDSS.SENDReforms@lancashire.gov.uk
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The Setting 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to Whitegate where children are at the heart of everything that we do. 

We understand that children learn more in their Early Years than they will at any other time in 
their lives. Therefore it is vital that all of our children have the chance to access high quality 
experiences, opportunities and environments so that they are able to succeed in their learning. 

Sharing the wonders of your child’s learning journey with you is a real privilege for us. Having 
fun, exploring and investigating together, being curious and creative is what learning is all 
about. Children thrive when there is an active and engaging partnership between home and 
Nursery. Therefore working closely with all of our families is very important to us. 

We hope this information is helpful to you and please don’t hesitate to call or visit the Centre if 
you need any more information. 

We hope you will enjoy becoming part of our Whitegate Family. 

 

BA (Hons) PGCE MA 

Headteacher / Head of Centre 
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Whitegate Centre comprises of a Maintained Nursery School and Full day care provision, our Early 
Years Care referred to as EYC. 

The Maintained Nursery School is a 160 place Nursery for children from age 2 until they go to Primary 
School. EYC offers full wrap around childcare, holiday provision and provision for babies from 6 
months. The school’s Headteacher is also on the Management Committee of the EYC. Nursery school 
received an ‘Outstanding’ OFSTED in October 2012. 

http://whitegate.org/nursery-school/ofsted-report/ 

 
Children make exceptional progress from their starting points because the quality of 
teaching is outstanding. Disabled children and those with special educational needs make 
excellent progress because they are very well supported by very skilled adults.  OFSTED 
2012  
 

Nursery school offers five morning session from 8:45am to 11:45am or five afternoon sessions from 
12:45pm to 3:45pm during term time to children in receipt of funding from the government at age 2 and 
universal funding at age 3. We have a limited number of flexible places available on request. We also 
offer 30 hours government funded provision to eligible families. The Nursery team has three 
experienced qualified Teachers and six experienced Early Years Practitioners. 

The Early Years Care (EYC) is a full day care setting. It is run by a voluntary management committee 
and is a registered charity. The day care is open for 51 weeks of the year from 7:45am to 5:45pm. The 
Early Years Care received an ‘Outstanding’ OFSTED in received an ‘Outstanding’ OFSTED in June 
2015. 

http://whitegate.org/eyc/ofsted-reports/ 

The setting is organised into groups by age. The ‘Snug’ accommodates children from 6 months to 
approximately 2 years. Class 2/ The Den is teacher led provision for children aged 2 to 3. These 
children may be in receipt of 2FEE (2 year funding) or be day care children who pay EYC. Class 3 
accommodates children from age 3 and in their pre-school year. We also offer wrap around care for 
children who attend the Nursery School within the Nursery environment so the day is seamless for the 
children. We employ four additional Early Years Practitioners in the Nursery who work alongside and 
in partnership with the Nursery School Team. 

As a Centre we work very closely together and have strong links with other agencies. For example we 
have clinics at the centre run by Health Visitors and Midwives and the Well being, Help and Early 
Prevention Team (WHEPs) are based from our building.  

We pride ourselves on the partnership work with parents and ensuring that all children make excellent 
progress.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://whitegate.org/nursery-school/ofsted-report/
http://whitegate.org/eyc/ofsted-reports/
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As a team we have created an ‘image of the child’ with six statements, listed below. The following 
statements encompass our Centre’s ‘Image of the Child’. 

 

All adults will promote relationships, environments and opportunities that enable children to say:  

 

 I am curious and love to explore 

 I am motivated and engaged 

 I am confident, I feel secure because I believe I can! 

 I am willing to ‘have a go’ and can persevere 

 I am creative and like to use my imagination 

 I am exploring my emotions and learning about friends and other people 
 

All staff have thorough training in supporting children with additional needs, paediatric first aid, manual 
handling and positive behaviour strategies. We also have staff who are trained in specialist areas such 
as delivering early communication intervention groups.  

 
Children, including disabled children and those with special educational needs, are absorbed 
in their play and learning and fully committed to whatever they are doing. They do not give up 
easily and are extremely concentrated on their learning. OFSTED 2012 
 

The Deputy Head of Centre is the SENCO for the whole Centre; she has many years experience and 
has completed specialist training to support children with different needs such as Autistic Spectrum 
Disorder.  

 

Accessibility and Inclusion  

 

  

What the setting provides 
 
The Centre 
 
Nursery school and EYC is housed in a single story building which is wheelchair accessible from all 
entrances and exits.  

 There is a disabled parking space in the car park.  

 There is an accessible toilet with a buzzer system if assistance is needed.  

 The main entrance has sensor opening and an accessible easy touch button to exit.  

 There is a storage area for buggies just outside the main entrance.  

 The internal doors are wide fitting to allow wheel chair/ double buggy access with viewing panes 
at the top and bottom.  

 The main access into the Nursery School and EYC area has an intercom system. The button 
to exit this area is high so children cannot reach it but assistance is available for centre users 
who are unable to reach.  
http://whitegate.org/our-centre/safety-wellbeing/doorsvideo-coms/ 
 

 The main reception area is well sign posted and has information boards for centre users. We 
also have a plasma screen displaying additional information. There is also an information board 

http://whitegate.org/our-centre/safety-wellbeing/doorsvideo-coms/
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for parents with children who have additional needs. There are also further information boards 
available around the centre. Policies are available on request and can be printed out in a larger 
format if needed and centre users can also request to have these further explained by a member 
of the team. The ‘Single Equality Duty’ is published on the website. 

 All areas of the building are illuminated by strip lighting with natural light in most areas apart 
from the corridor to the children’s environments. The walls are painted cream with white skirting. 
The flooring is wood- effect vinyl and some areas have carpet. 

 
 
The Nursery School and EYC (Early Years Private Provider Day Care) 
 

 All the environments are light and have good ventilation. The furniture is of very high quality 
and neutral. The furniture is designed to be at the right height and provide the right support for 
children of different ages. http://whitegate.org 

 The furniture is free standing and can be moved to allow for access and for specialist equipment.  
All areas have non slip wood effect vinyl but we also have areas of carpet, or rugs to create 
cosy comfortable spaces. 

 In ‘The Snug’ we have a discreet area for changing nappies and an area designed for sleep. 
There are cots available but some children prefer to sleep in ‘sleep nests’ which they can crawl 
in and access themselves.  

 If children still need to sleep when they move to ‘The Den’ we have a cosy area where sleep 
mats are provided. 

 ‘The Den’ and the Nursery School share a nappy changing area. We have a wide cubicle space 
in the Nursery School toilet area for children who require specialist equipment.  

 All resources are of a high quality and age appropriate. The resources are arranged to enable 
the children to have easy access. A lot of equipment is kept in clear containers so children can 
see what is inside or labelled with photographs, pictures or as they grow older some words. 

 We also have some specialist sensory resources available for children who need additional 
opportunities.  

 We use photographs and ‘Boardmaker’ symbols specifically with children who need further 
support for understanding. Visual timetables support children to understand the rhythms of the 
day in each room. 

 ‘The Cosy’ is our lunch and before/after school/ holiday provision space but also provides a 
break out space for small groups or individuals who need focused one to one or a sensory diet. 

 
Outside 
 

 The outside classrooms provide secure and exciting learning opportunities for all children and 
we plan and resource these areas in the same detailed way as indoors. All children have free 
access to both areas and they are easily accessible including for children with specialist 
equipment. 

 

 ‘The Snug’ and ‘The Cosy’ have an outside area at the front of the building with a hard (resin) 
area and grass area (mainly synthetic grass). There is a large sand pit and areas to climb and 
explore. This area was designed for the age group from 0 – 3 years to enable children to explore 
and develop. 

 

 The garden area at the rear of the building is used by the Nursery School and ‘The Den’; 
however ‘The Den’ children also have a smaller area they can use. The smaller area is flat and 
is a quiet area for children who are unsure of being in a larger space. 
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 The garden area is designed to provide opportunities for children to not only develop their 
physical skills but all areas of the Early Years Curriculum. All areas easily accessible and we 
plan so all children have opportunity to explore, play and learn.  

 
http://whitegate.org/nursery-school/supporting-childrens-learning/learning-environment 
 
Snoezelen (Sensory Room) 
 
We have a wonderful sensory room with equipment to develop all the senses. The room provides both 
a calming environment and stimulating environment depending on your child’s needs.  This room is 
accessible for wheel chairs and some of the cushioning can be removed for wheel chair access. There 
are no hoists in the room. 
 
Snoezelen | Whitegate 

 
  

http://whitegate.org/our-centre/snoezelen/
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Identification and Early Intervention  

 

What the setting provides  
 
All parents know their child best and from the very beginning we ensure that we work in partnership 
with families to find out as much about your child as we can. Our engagement with families is a real 
strength of the Centre and we value working in partnership.  
 

Those of you with disabled children and those with special educational needs told us what 
great support the centre had been and how this had benefited you and your child. We were 
extremely pleased to see and hear how the specialist support your child was given with 
speech, language, and behaviour helped prepare them for nursery school. Children’s 
Centre OFSTED 2012 

 
We complete thorough inductions for all children (please see section: Transitions) 
If your child has an identified additional need we will have a joint meeting with any other agency 
involved, for example, portage, speech therapy, and physiotherapy or health visitor to ensure we have 
a health care plan in place, have the correct resourcing and if we need any additional training. 
 
All children are given their own key worker, who will be the main point of contact for the family. Together 
information on the child’s learning and progress can be shared. The key person will keep a personal 
achievement log - ‘PAL’ with learning stories and information collected. These learning stories describe 
a leap in the child’s learning and are shared with you and your child. Families are welcome and 
encouraged to add to this work. Using the information the key person can plan for the child to ensure 
they are making progress in all areas.  
 
We hold a minimum of three family conferences a year to share information about children’s learning 
and progress. We also share videos of the children to discuss in more depth the learning that we have 
observed. The discussion is then recorded on a ‘pen portrait’ and the next steps for the child are agreed 
by the parent and key worker. However, if you wish to see your child’s key person on a more regular 
basis this can be arranged. 
 
In addition to this all children who attend from the term after their second birthday have a baseline 
assessment using the EYFS milestones. This gives us a detailed picture of where your child has 
achieved and how they might progress further. This is repeated each term and analysed so we can 
quickly and easily identify any children who need further support. We also use an ‘Every Child a Talker’ 
assessment for our younger children and when children are delayed in their speech and language 
development in order to put in strategies to support this area. 
 
We liaise with Health Visitors, with parental permission, to share information from your child’s two year 
old developmental check and the key person will use this information to support your child’s learning. 
In Class 2 we complete a 2-3 year old progress check which the parents are asked to share with the 
Health Visitor. 
 
If you have any worries or concerns about your child please don’t hesitate to speak to your child’s key 
person at any time. This information may then be shared with the SENCO. However, if a parent prefers 
they can also speak directly with the SENCO. If the key person has any concerns then they will share 
them with you for further discussion.  
 

If we feel a child needs additional support we will assess the child’s needs and identify a strategy with 
the parent. We use a variety of strategies depending on your child’s needs. Some children will need a 
short term intervention such as a speech and language programme. Two members of the Nursery 
Team deliver a speech therapy devised programme with small groups of children called ‘bubble bear’ 
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and then children complete ‘ginger bear’. Other children will need additional individualised support and 
then we will set up a ‘targeted learning plan’ in partnership with the family. The practitioners are 
responsible for planning specific, targeted opportunities and experiences. This is reviewed regularly to 
monitor the child’s progress and consider whether additional steps are needed.  

It may be necessary to work in partnership with other agencies to seek specialist support and advice. 
We work closely with other agencies to ensure the best outcomes for all our children. This would be 
discussed with parents and we would always seek parental consent.  

.  
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Teaching and Learning Part 1 – Practitioners and Practice 

 

What the setting provides 
 
We work within the framework of the EYFS (Early Years Outcomes) 
http://whitegate.org/our-centre/eyfs/ 
 
Each of the rooms within the setting are resourced according to the age phase and needs of the children 
within them. Practitioners use ‘Development Matters’ and the ‘Statutory Guidance for the EYFS’ to plan 
provision and activities for the children in their care. The EYFS identifies three prime areas of learning 
and development and four specific areas of learning and development. 
 
In ‘The Snug’ the prime areas of learning and development (Communication and Language, Physical 
and Personal, Social and Emotional Development) are the main areas of focus. 
 
http://whitegate.org/eyc/learning-environments/snug/being-in-the-snug/ 
 
In Class 2/‘The Den’ the prime areas remain most significant but there is an emergence on the specific 
areas of development and learning. 
 
http://whitegate.org/eyc/learning-environments/den/being-in-the-den/ 
 
In the Nursery School, the prime areas remain a focus. However this is balanced with the specific areas 
of learning. 
 
http://whitegate.org/nursery-school/supporting-childrens-learning/learning-environment/ 
 
Activities and provision is personalised and adapted to suit the needs of all children in each age phase. 
Practitioners differentiate the activities that they develop and the provision that is on offer in their rooms 
to meet the needs of the children. For some children a greater level of differentiation is required 
because they have additional or special educational needs. Practitioners are sensitive to the 
developmental needs of the children in their care and when they are differentiating activities and 
provision have this in mind so that all children are able to access the setting in a way that is appropriate 
to their needs. 
 
Disabled children and those with special educational needs make exceptional progress. They 
are fully included in activities. Some learn to share and to use signs to communicate and 
equipment to enable them to enjoy all the activities available. Nursery OFSTED 2012 
 
As well as the open day/evening and family conferences we hold ‘Family days’ so family members can 
visit and be involved in the children’s learning. These usually have a theme such as developing maths 
ideas or reading.  
 
We promote independence and children are encouraged to be inquisitive, independent and expressive. 
Children are encouraged to express their views about their learning and their learning stories and 
videos are shared with them to comment on. Children in Nursery School are encouraged to lead their 
learning through group learning sessions. 
 
 

 

http://whitegate.org/our-centre/eyfs/
http://whitegate.org/eyc/learning-environments/snug/being-in-the-snug/
http://whitegate.org/eyc/learning-environments/den/being-in-the-den/
http://whitegate.org/nursery-school/supporting-childrens-learning/learning-environment/
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Teaching and Learning Part 2 - Provision & Resources  

 

 

What the setting provides 
 
All resources available to the children are developmentally age appropriate. The resources are planned 
to provide the children with open ended opportunities to explore, experiment and provide challenge. 
Our most vital resource is our practitioners who are all highly skilled and we maintain good adult/ child 
ratios. Provision mapping will also identify where and what kinds of resources are needed where and 
if we need any additional practitioners to support children’s needs. 
 
All practitioners work closely together with other agencies and the Centre SENCO to ensure the correct 
provision is in place. We have a wealth of experience in working with other agencies including, 
education, health and social care. We have built up good relationships and provide time for agencies 
to visit to provide advice, observe children’s progress and liaise with the SENCO, Key Person and 
parents. 
 
All staff are experts in early year’s education and most extend it further through advanced level 
training and learning. They use this knowledge to interest and excite children to stimulate them 
to have a life-long passion for learning. Disabled children and those with special educational 
needs are very well-supported to develop their social communication and also to become more 
independent. OFSTED 2012 
 
 
All trips and outing are risk assessed using the Lancashire County Council policy and procedures. We 
make reasonable adjustments when planning trips and outings to ensure the places we visit are 
accessible and meet the needs of the children attending Whitegate. We will always seek permission 
from parents. 
 
http://whitegate.org/nursery-school/supporting-childrens-learning/visitsvisitors/ 
 
 
 
 

 
  

http://whitegate.org/nursery-school/supporting-childrens-learning/visitsvisitors/
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Reviews 

 

What the setting provides 
 
Children at Whitegate Nursery School, EYC and Children’s Centre make exceptional progress because 
we ensure the opportunities we provide maximise the learning and development of all children. We 
review every child’s progress and adapt the provision for the children according to their individual 
needs. The child’s family are a crucial part of this process at all stages. For children with additional 
needs parents have told us that they have been supported to understand the procedures, and felt they 
have been included in the process at every stage. 
 
Activities are carefully matched to each child so that, for example, fiction and non-fiction books, 
information and communication technology and dressing up clothes reflect the individual 
experiences and interests of children. From super-heroes to dragons, football to cycling, staff 
use children’s interests to encourage them to make early attempts at writing, explore their 
imaginations and talk about their play and learning with others.  
 
We provide a minimum of three family conferences each year to share information and discuss 
children’s progress. In addition to this the Nursery school also provides an end of pre-school year report 
which is shared with the child’s new school. Families are integral to this approach to share their 
knowledge of the child.  
 
Because of the age of the children ‘The Snug’ (0-2 yrs) also provides home / link books. 
 
There is always someone available to speak to families on a more informal basis and this is 
encouraged. If there needs to be a more in depth meeting this can be arranged at any time. 
  
If a child needs specialist support meetings will be arranged on regular intervals with the family, Nursery 
and other agencies to share information together. If there are a few agencies involved we will carry out 
an assessment called a ‘Common Assessment Framework’ (CAF) so that we have a seamless 
approach and the family only needs to share information once with all agencies at a meeting called a 
‘Team around the Family’ (TAF).  
 
We may also ask the local authority Inclusion Teacher to visit the child to provide additional advice and 
guidance. This visit is called a ‘Request for Guidance’ and can only be undertaken with parental 
consent. We may also ask an Educational Psychologist to assess the child’s need if it is ongoing and 
consider applying for additional inclusion support (AIS) when they enter Nursery School. 
 
All reviews of children’s progress with additional needs are completed on regular intervals to monitor 
their progress and provide any additional support if necessary. 
 
Our Special Educational Needs provision is outlined in the Special Educational Needs policy. We 
complete provision mapping to identify ways to support all children in the setting. The provision map is 
set out in three waves. Wave One is provision we provide all children, wave two for children who require 
a little bit of extra support and wave three for children who require more specialised or intensive 
intervention. 
 
 
 

 
  



 

 13 

Transitions 

 

What the setting provide 
 
All children have a thorough induction so they and their family are confident about coming to Whitegate. 
We offer home visits to all children joining Class 2 and Class 3 and these are also offered to families 
making the transition between rooms during the visit we complete a ‘pen portrait’ of your child to enable 
us to find out as much as possible about what they like and their interests and also how they learn best. 
We also ask about specific health or dietary needs. All families are asked to complete an ‘All About Me’ 
to let us know more about their children. If children have more complex needs we complete a more 
thorough ‘All About Me’ going in to more depth about your child’s personality and needs and your 
families aspirations for the future.  
 
 We also hold information days and evenings where we can explain more about your child’s time at 
Nursery. 
 
http://whitegate.org/nursery-school/admissionsinduction/ 
 
Because parents are fully involved in the carefully thought-out settling in time, children quickly 
and happily become involved in school life. Nursery School OFSTED 2012 
 
In the EYC we ask the parent and child to visit a number of times so we can gather information and 
allow the child to gradually become used to the environment. We ask the family to complete an ‘All 
About Me’ for their child with all the information on things we need to know. We also complete a ‘pen 
portrait’ to gather information on what the child knows and how they learn. This information is then used 
to individually plan for the child.  
 
When children move from one room to another the child is introduced gradually to the room through 
visits. The child’s current key person shares all the information about the child to their new key person. 
The parents are given the opportunity to visit the new room and meet with their child’s key person. We 
only move children in to new rooms three times a year during the quieter holiday period and with their 
peers so they are not moving from their room on their own. 
 
If a child attends more than one setting, such as a Childminder, we ask the parents consent to share 
information and if the child has meetings to review their needs all settings will be invited.  
 
If a child moves to a new setting / Nursery with the parents consent, we will share all the information 
and assessments. 
 
When children move from the Nursery to a Primary school we ensure the transitions are smooth and 
thorough for all children, sharing information and assessments. For children who have additional needs 
we will hold transition meetings with all relevant agencies and the family so the new school is fully 
informed and prepared. Together we will agree a plan to ensure the transition is positive. 
 
We have developed strong links with many schools and regularly meet to share expertise and good 
practice. The Reception teachers visit to get to know the children who will be attending their school and 
quite often the schools will organise visits. For children with additional needs we organise visits, with 
the child’s key person at the initial stages.  
 

 
 
 
 

http://whitegate.org/nursery-school/admissionsinduction/
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Staff Training 

 

What the setting provides 
 
The Nursery School is led by Kay Burke who is a qualified teacher and has a Masters degree. She is 
also a member of the Management Committee for the EYC. 
 
All the EYC staff are qualified to Level 3 or above.  
 
All Nursery School Staff have at least a Level 3 qualification, with one practitioner who has just 
completed her Foundation degree and is a Higher Level Teaching Assistant (HLTA). We have four 
qualified Teachers one of whom is the Deputy Head and the SENCO and she also holds a Master’s 
degree. 
 
We have a member of staff who has completed ELKLAN training. 
 
Many staff have received training on Language and Communication and supporting children with SEN. 
We have regular staff training days which are linked to the School Improvement Plan and support all 
practitioners to develop their knowledge and practice. 
 
We highly value staff development and all staff participate in a robust appraisal system which includes 
regular supervisions. This enables staff to ensure they are meeting the needs of all their key children 
and developing their practice. If we have children with specific needs we undertake further training and 
refresh our training as necessary. Practitioners have access to a wide range of books which can also 
be borrowed by parents. 
 
We have supported children with a wide range of needs including; 
 

 Global Development Delay 

 Autistic Spectrum Disorder 

 Cerebral Palsy  

 Muscular Dystrophy 

 Specific Speech Disorders 

 Speech and Language Delays 

 Visual Impairment 

 Hearing Impairment 

 Epilepsy 

 Asthma 
 
http://whitegate.org/our-centre/awards/ 
 
 
 

 
  

http://whitegate.org/our-centre/awards/
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Further Information  

 

What the setting provides 
 
We have an open door policy and welcome families to come and share any concerns, issues or 
celebrations with us. 
 
We have a text service and send out messages of important events and reminders to all parents listed 
on this service, 
 
We also have a facebook page ‘Whitegate Nursery School’ which you are welcome to visit and 
comment upon. 
 
We welcome any feedback and would appreciate comments on how helpful you have found this local 
offer. 
 
As a Centre we are required to have a complaints procedure which can be accessed in the Centre or 
on our website. However, we find that by having a true partnership with parents from the beginning and 
we are able to build trusting professional relationships with our families. 
 
 

 

 


